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The Charge

• The President of UCF asked administration and faculty to consider 
ways to prepare the community and UCF students to provide needed 
services for the emerging COVID-19 pandemic.
• Members of the Communication Sciences and Disorders faculty began 

to brainstorm:
• What programming could be offered to meet the challenges and prepare 

students / retool practicing professionals?
• How could current students obtain clinical experience without outside 

externship opportunities due to COVID-19?
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The Course
• Goals
• Provide up-to-the-minute information to fill a need in the education of 

both practicing clinicians, and students about to enter the field.
• Graduate students either moving on to full-time externships or 

graduating at the end of the semester
• Create a specialized curriculum focused on managing the potential 

medical issues patients may experience across the continuum of 
healthcare. 
• Provide content not readily available and ever-evolving information as 

new data emerges. 
• Yield workforce ready clinicians who are prepared to meet the 

challenges in today’s complex healthcare environment.
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The Course
• Topics
• Physiological bases of the respiratory, cardiopulmonary, metabolic 

and central nervous systems and the impact of COVID-19 on those 
symptoms.
• The impact of COVID-19 on SLP clinical practice across the 

continuum of care.
• Guest speaker from a local Cancer Institute

• Discussion of recent research findings regarding COVID-19.
• In-class labs for hands-on learning and introduction to clinical care in 

a medical setting along with practical assignments.
• Oral care
• Liquid thickening
• Mask wearing
• Tracheostomy care/speaking valves
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Course Materials / Labs
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Student Lab
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Student Discussion Post – Mask wearing
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Student Discussion Post – Mask wearing
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Student Discussion Post – Mask wearing
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Community Interest

Headlines:
New UCF class looks into lingering COVID-19 effects of those
placed on ventilation
https://www.wesh.com/article/new-ucf-class-looks-into-lingering-covid-19-effects-of-those-placed-on-
ventilation/33372506

New innovative course at UCF for speech pathologists to help Covid-19 
patients
https://www.wftv.com/news/video-new-innovative-course-ucf-speech-pathologists-help-covid-19-
patients/JYEDEGPSJACQARHVC4EW2CG4XM/
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wesh.com%2Farticle%2Fnew-ucf-class-looks-into-lingering-covid-19-effects-of-those-placed-on-ventilation%2F33372506&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Lewis%40ucf.edu%7Cf7c76b5cdd2b4703439f08d89d23050a%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C637432121015962023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mH72orlbL%2BiW%2FyNW2GgBin2kYuvzy3ktdUL5%2BFSty%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wftv.com%2Fnews%2Fvideo-new-innovative-course-ucf-speech-pathologists-help-covid-19-patients%2FJYEDEGPSJACQARHVC4EW2CG4XM%2F&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Lewis%40ucf.edu%7Cf7c76b5cdd2b4703439f08d89d23050a%7Cbb932f15ef3842ba91fcf3c59d5dd1f1%7C0%7C0%7C637432121015962023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=C4hy6NwxBjNk%2FbmC%2FlNPX4XV2KS6h6zEF%2BZX1He4vy8%3D&reserved=0


Community Interest
Headlines:
First-of-Its-Kind UCF Course Prepares Healthcare Experts for New COVID-
19 Challenges
https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/coronavirus/2020/07/27/first-of-its-kind-ucf-course-prepares-healthcare-
experts-for-new-covid-19-challenges

UCF Develops a Course to Enhance the Care of Patients Recovering from 
COVID-19
https://www.ucf.edu/news/ucf-develops-course-to-enhance-the-care-of-patients-recovering-from-covid-19/

UCF as speech-pathology leader during the COVID-19 pandemic
UCF as speech-pathology leader during the COVID-19 pandemic | Life | NSM.today (nicholsonstudentmedia.com)
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https://www.mynews13.com/fl/orlando/coronavirus/2020/07/27/first-of-its-kind-ucf-course-prepares-healthcare-experts-for-new-covid-19-challenges
https://www.ucf.edu/news/ucf-develops-course-to-enhance-the-care-of-patients-recovering-from-covid-19/
http://www.nicholsonstudentmedia.com/life/ucf-as-speech-pathology-leader-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/article_ee8e4ac6-0d7c-11eb-95f2-479359c0c936.html


Student Insights
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https://leader.pubs.asha.org/do/10.1044/2020-0813-
ashavoices-higher-ed-diversity-covid/full/

Following the course:  “The COVID course was one of the most 
beneficial courses to take, everything they did is something I am seeing 
in my full-time internship now.”



The Future
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This course and the bigger picture:

“While COVID-19 will eventually be downgraded from a pandemic, what is 
here to stay is how we train our healthcare providers to respond to these 
types of situations.  This pandemic has forever changed how we deliver 
care. The course will meet both the short-term needs of the healthcare 
industry and strengthen the curriculum of future healthcare professionals 
at UCF.”

Bari Hoffman, Ph.D., CCC-SLP


